
‘Developing caring, confident and creative students who achieve excellence’

History GCSE

History provides us with 

a better understanding 

of how different ideas 

and societies have 

evolved. History GCSE is 

excellent preparation 

for any further 

academic study.

“History GCSE is incredibly 

interesting and I’ve never had a 

boring lesson. Teachers are all 

committed and enthusiastic about 

the subject. History helps people 

understand life. There is a lot of 

work, but if you’re committed it 

can be good fun. It gives you 

confidence when you do well.”

Curriculum Leader: 

Ms R Barr

rbarr@ratton.co.uk



‘Developing caring, confident and creative students who achieve excellence’

GCSE Topics: 

• Superpowers and the Cold War 1941-91

• Elizabethan England 1558-88

• Medicine in Britain c.1250 – present and the British sector of the 

Western Front 1914-1918: injuries, treatments and the trenches

• Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39

Course assessment: The GCSE is assessed by four exams in three 

exam sessions:

• Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment (30%) (Medicine )

• Paper 2: Period study and British depth study (40%) (Cold War and 

Elizabethan England)

• Paper 3: Modern depth study (30%) (Germany)
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History Careers

The Historical Association say:

History involves:

• Learning about people – how they interact, the motives and emotions that can tear people apart into rival 
factions or help them to work together for a common cause (useful knowledge for team-building at work!)

• Learning about countries, societies and cultures – so many of today's conflicts and alliances have their roots in 
the past; how can you negotiate with, trade successfully with, or report on a country if you know nothing of its 
history?

• Learning to locate and sift facts – to identify truth and recognise myth, propaganda and downright lies (useful 
in every aspect of life!)

• Presenting what you've learned in a way that makes sense to others – whether in graphs, essays or illustrated 
reports – and having the confidence to defend your findings.
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History Careers

Archaeologist

Archivist

Journalist

Librarian

Lawyer

Teacher

Police Officer

Civil Servant

Politician

Museum Curator

Set dressing

Costume Design

Communications 
Officer

Editor

Marketing
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New question type 
for GCSE

But

Similar to essays at 
KS3 and 
Medicine/Elizabeth 
Papers.

Uses same 
Interpretations as 
previous two 
questions.


