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Dear Ratton Families,

As we have come to the end of another busy month at school, | wanted to share some updates and
celebrate the fantastic work happening across our school and trust community.

Year 11 GCSE Examinations

First and foremost, | want to extend my heartfelt congratulations to our Year 11 students for their
outstanding efforts and exemplary approach to their GCSE examinations. The maturity, dedication,
and resilience they have demonstrated throughout this period has been truly impressive. They have
embodied our school virtues of teamwork, effort, and responsibility.

Their hard work, combined with your unwavering support, the dedication of our talented staff body,
and the care of our Year 11 Leadership team of Mr. Ahmed and Ms. Jenkins, has created the best
possible conditions for success. We're incredibly proud of how they've represented themselves and
Ratton School during this important time. Results day will be here before we know it, and we look
forward to celebrating their achievements together.

Year 8 Parents/Carers Evening

We have had some wonderful enrichment opportunities this month that have supported the

Thank you to everyone who attended our recent Year 8 Parents and Carers Evening. These events
are vital opportunities to strengthen the partnership between home and school, perfectly embodying
our Ratton virtue of Teamwork.

When parents, carers and teachers work collaboratively, students thrive. The conversations that take
place during these evenings help us understand each young person more fully and ensure we're
providing the right support and challenge to help them succeed. Your engagement and commitment to
your child's education makes a real difference, and we're grateful for your continued partnership. All
the research shows that this partnership is crucial in helping our young people thrive both academically
and socially.

Life After Ratton Event — Year 10

A big thank you to all the Year 10 parents and carers who attended our Life After Ratton event. Thanks
also to Mrs Peters for organizing and leading this event and all other staff who presented and supported
on the evening. Understanding the full range of post-16 routes available — whether that's A-Levels,
BTECs, T-Levels, apprenticeships or other pathways — is crucial at this stage for our Year 10 students
as they start to transition into being our senior students on site entering their final GCSE year.

Making informed decisions about next steps helps students secure the best possible outcomes and
sets them up for success beyond Ratton. The earlier families engage with these conversations, the
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better-prepared students will be to make choices that align with their strengths, interests and
aspirations. We'll continue to provide guidance and support throughout Year 10 and 11 to ensure every
student has a clear and exciting path forward beyond Ratton School.

Attendance Matters

As we've emphasised throughout the year, attendance matters. Regular attendance is one of the
strongest predictors of academic success and overall wellbeing. Every day in school counts, and even
small amounts of absence can add up and impact learning.
e Students with attendance above 96% are significantly more likely to achieve their target
grades opening more doors Post 16 for further study or career
e Missing just one day per fortnight equates to missing nearly four weeks of learning over
the school year

We know that sometimes absence is unavoidable due to illness or other genuine reasons, but we ask
all families to:

e Ensure students attend school every day unless they are genuinely unwell

e Avoid taking holidays during term time

e Contact the school promptly on the first day of any absence

e Work with us if your child is facing barriers to attendance

If you have any concerns about your child's attendance or need support, please don't hesitate to get
in touch. We're here to help and work in partnership with you to ensure every student can benefit fully
from his or her education at Ratton.

Ofsted Inspection Update

As many of you will be aware, we recently welcomed Ofsted inspectors to Ratton School. | want to
extend my sincere thanks to all parents and carers who took the time to respond to the Ofsted survey
— your feedback is invaluable and helps provide a full picture of our school community.

While I'm unable to divulge the outcomes and gradings at this stage, | can share that there were lots
of positives highlighted during the inspection. The inspectors witnessed first-hand the dedication of our
staff and the excellent conduct and attitudes of our students.

| want to particularly thank our students and staff for representing Ratton School so well throughout
the inspection process. Their professionalism, enthusiasm and commitment to our virtues shone
through in every interaction. The formal report will follow in due course, and we'll share this with you
as soon as we're able to.

End of Term 5 Event Highlights

‘Soak a Teacher’ Charity Event

Congratulations to Anny Bilancia, House Captain and the Holywell House Leadership team for
persuading a considerable number of teachers to subject themselves to a thorough soaking on the
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school field to raise money for charity on Thursday 21 May. The looks of malevolent glee on the
faces of our students as they fired their water pistols at the adults will haunt me forever! This was a
fantastic way to literally wash away the stresses of the week after we hosted visitors from Ofsted.
Due to the very sunny weather also were able to dry out quickly, although | did have to borrow Mrs.
Comfort’s hairdryer to dry myself out before covering a lesson that afternoon! Proceeds will go to
Doctors Without Borders (MSF). Well done to Anny and the Holywell House Leadership team!

Performing Arts at Eastbourne Carnival

Over the bank holiday weekend, our Performing Arts students took centre stage at the vibrant
Eastbourne Carnival, delivering an energetic and engaging showcase aboard the South Downs
Learning Trust float. Joined by some of our trust junior school children and families, at Ocklynge
Junior School, it was a great way to showcase our trust community and even allow our soon to be
Year 7 students, a chance to see what Performing Arts at Ratton is all about. Drawing on highlights
from this year’s production of The Addams Family — School Edition, students impressed crowds with
their confidence, creativity and teamwork. Supported by our dedicated department staff, this was a
fantastic opportunity to celebrate the arts within our local community and demonstrate the talent and
enthusiasm that characterise Ratton. Well done to them all.

Looking Ahead - Term 6

After the half-term break, attention turns to transition for our incoming Year 7 students, as well as plans
for end-of-year celebrations, including leavers’ events, and sports day. As mentioned above, Year 11
students embark on study leave from the end of the day on Friday, June 5". We then hold an INSET
Day on Friday 26th June which will include our Year 11 valediction ceremony to formally farewell our
Year 11 cohort.

It is also an important month for our Year 10 students as they take the opportunity to visit a range of
Post 16 providers and look at their potential next steps after Ratton. There are open days throughout
June, and students can attend these events during the school day. Please encourage your child to
attend.

Sports Day for Years 7, 8 and 9 happens on Thursday 25™ June on the school field. Students are
already working in tutor groups and houses to select their events and participate in a range of track
and field events on the day. It is all about teamwork and taking part; the more participants per house,
the more points gained.

Thank you all for your continued support. Together, we're creating the best possible environment for
every student at Ratton School to achieve and thrive.

Best wishes,

Mr. Peevers
Headteacher
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