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Welcome to Ratton School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To access the links within this booklet, the booklet can be found on the Ratton School 

Website via ‘Starting Ratton’ in the ‘About Us’ section. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Year 6 Parent or Carer, 
 
It is an absolute pleasure to welcome you and your family to our Ratton School community. It will be a privilege 
to work with you and your child over the next five years. I strongly believe that we achieve more for the children 
in our community through our virtue of teamwork; to get the best academic and social outcomes for your child 
we need to work together as a team. 
 
I would urge you and your child to get involved in school life. Research shows that parents and carers who 
show an interest and ask questions in their child's learning have a positive impact. You don't need to worry 
about being a historian to help them with their history homework, we don't expect you to be, but just encourage 
and ask questions about their learning and what they are working on, will show support and interest. We'll also 
hold a range of events for you to come and engage with us during the year - I look forward to meeting many of 
you at these events. 
 
In return, we promise that we will do everything we can to ensure your child does well at school and will let you 
know what they are doing well, and where they can develop further. Do not hesitate if you have any concerns to 
share these with us to support your child.  
 
I look forward to your child's journey at Ratton with excitement. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr G. Peevers 
Headteacher of Ratton School 
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Miss T Banks 

Senior Assistant Headteacher 

  

Ms. J Jenkins 

Assistant Year 7 Leader 

Mr. J Potten 

Year 7 Leader 
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Ms J Jenkins DDSL Year 7 

 

Mr D Brown – Designated Safeguarding Lead 

(DSL), Deputy Headteacher 

 

Miss N Roper – DDSL Year 9 

 

Ms R Sutton-Smith – DDSL Year 8 

 

Mrs V Coyle – DDSL Year 11 

 

Mrs S Jones – DDSL Year 10 

 

The following staff are also DSL trained, in case of absence of the staff above: 

 
Mr G Peevers - Headteacher 

 

Mrs C Papagna – Assistant Headteacher 

(Attendance) 



 

 
The Ratton Virtues    

  

Virtue can be understood as the good actions of people. When we live with virtue it builds good character and 
we become happier and more successful. We at Ratton want to nurture all our students to give them the skills 
and attitudes they will need throughout their lives. This is why we emphasise 6 virtues that will help students 
build good character.    
We aim to nurture Ratton virtues in all our students so these virtues will be linked to house points. 
Students and parents will receive a record of all the students’ house points and sanctions as part of the 
student’s report.    
 

Compassion   
Ratton students show kindness and care for other people and their environment. Students will be rewarded for 
showing this compassion. This may include showing concern for other people, raising money for our charities 

or putting rubbish into the recycling bins.   
  

Respect   
Ratton students act with respect to others both in and out of school. We value diversity and avoid 
discriminatory language. Students will be rewarded when they speak and act in a respectful way. This may   
include being polite to others, demonstrating a positive attitude and speaking out when others use 
discriminatory language.    
   

Creativity   
Ratton students are curious about the world around them. They are encouraged to think creatively and ask 
thoughtful questions. They express themselves articulately and are good problem solvers. Students will be 
rewarded when they ask good questions or when they express their own ideas well. We will also reward those 
who can find solutions to problems and work independently.   
    

Teamwork    
Ratton students know the importance of working as part of a team. They understand that we all have to do our 
fair share and get along with different people. Students will be rewarded when they demonstrate that they can 
work hard to ensure team success. We will also reward those who participate in teams in extracurricular 
activities such as music, dance, sport or enterprise projects.    
   

Effort    

Ratton students know that to be successful takes effort and resilience. Students are expected to put effort into 
all their endeavours, whether it is class work, homework or extra curricula commitments. Students will be 
rewarded when they put effort into lessons; especially when they show resilience and keep trying even when 
the task is a challenge.   
   

Responsibility   
Ratton students act responsibly by making sure that they are in the right place, at the right time, doing the 
right thing. They take responsibility for ensuring they have the right equipment, complete homework to a good 
standard and have a good attitude every lesson. Students will be rewarded for consistently demonstrating that 
they are ready to learn.   
 

 



 

 

 

  

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

  



 

 
  

 



 

 

Assessment at Ratton 

Assessment will form a key part of your child’s journey whilst they are at Ratton. Accurate assessment helps 
teachers not only to gauge how successful leaning has been, but also to shape the planning of future lessons, 
to identify and act on areas of weakness, as well as providing the opportunity to build on existing strengths. It is 
an important part of the learning process. 

There are two types of assessment we use at Ratton. 

Ongoing assessment 

This is comprised of informal classroom assessment during lessons (using techniques such as effective 
questioning and group discussions), in addition to marking class/home learning. Teachers will use this form of 
assessment to adapt current lessons, as well as using it to adjust the shape of the curriculum going forward. 

Formal assessment 

In Years 7-11, students have a minimum of 4 and a maximum of 6 formal assessments each year. These are 
pre-planned activities to evaluate students’ understanding of the material that has been taught and might take 
the form of an in-class test, quiz, survey or questionnaire. In addition, each academic year, each year group will 
have an exam week (Year 11 will have 2). These exams are held under specified conditions with regard to 
papers set, supervision, duration etc. 

In Years 7 – 9 assessments are reported as a percentage which will be detailed on the students’ report along 
with a standardised score. More details will be provided in the students report on how to interpret these figures. 

In Years 10 and 11 assessments will be graded 1 – 9 in line with GCSE reporting. The student will also receive 
a GCSE prediction based on the above assessments. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

Ratton School 

Student Acceptable ICT Use Agreement (with Parent/Carer Consent) 

──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 

I understand that while I am a member of Ratton School I must use technology responsibly. This agreement 

applies whenever I use school accounts, devices or systems, both at school and home. 

 

For my own safety: 

My use of technology and internet access will be supervised and monitored. 

I will keep my password safe and will not use anyone else’s account (even with permission). 

I will keep my own and others’ personal information safe. 

I will tell a trusted adult if I see or experience anything online that makes me feel uncomfortable, worried, or unsafe. 

 

For the safety of others: 

I will be kind, polite and responsible when communicating with others (students and staff). 

I will not take, share or modify images or videos of anyone without their permission. 

For the safety of the school: 

I will not try to access anything illegal or inappropriate. 

I will not download material I do not have the rights to use. 

I will not try to bypass school security or safety systems. 

I will report damage or faults with equipment. 

I will not install software on school devices. 

I will not use social networking, gaming or chat sites. 

AI use in learning: 

AI supports learning but does not replace my own thinking or effort; I am responsible for my work. 

I will use AI tools (the school uses Microsoft Copilot) only when my teacher allows it. 

I will not enter personal or sensitive information into AI tools. 

I understand AI outputs may be wrong; I will check facts, and name sources when asked. 

I understand and consent that staff may use AI tools to review/check work that I produce. 

I understand that I am responsible for my actions and the consequences. 

Signatures 

Pupil Name: ___________________    Pupil Signature: ____________________    Date: ____________ 

Parent/Carer Consent 

As the parent/carer, I give permission for my child to use school technology and internet access. I understand that 

activity is monitored, but that this cannot eliminate risk, only reduce it.  I will encourage my child to act safely and 

understand that appropriate action (in line with the school behaviour policy) will be taken if this agreement is 

breached. 

Parent/Carer Name: _______________    Parent/Carer Signature: ______________    Date: __________ 

 

 

  



 

 

HOMEWORK AT RATTON 
 

Homework at Ratton School refers to tasks given to students by their teachers to be completed outside of 
their usual lessons. 

Research has shown that homework has a positive impact on students. Studies in secondary schools 
show that students who complete homework gain on average 5 more months learning compared to those 
who do not with significant gains in reading, mathematics and science. In fact, homework that involves 
digital technology typically provides students with 6 months + more learning. 

Homework activities vary significantly, particularly between younger and older students so to support 
parents and carers all homework is available on Microsoft Teams for students to see and Edulink for 
parents to access. 

To support our students with homework we run homework clubs at break-times and after-school in our IT 
rooms and our Learning Resource Centre (library).  

English Homework 

Sparx Reader - Sparx Reader - Home 
English homework is set weekly on Sparx Reader – an exciting online platform designed to help students 
build strong reading habits and grow in confidence. 
 

What is Sparx Reader? 
 

Sparx Reader gives students access to a fantastic range of books carefully chosen to match their reading 
level. It’s designed to make reading enjoyable, regular, and meaningful — helping set students up for 
success both in school and beyond. 
 

Why it’s great for students 
 

• Books they’ll love: A wide variety of engaging texts tailored to each student 
 
• Smart support: Helpful definitions and accessibility tools to boost understanding 
 
• Build confidence: Regular reading improves fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension 
 
• Students can complete their homework online using any compatible device—ideal for flexible 

learning at home. 
 

How can parents/carers support? 

Your support makes a real difference! You can: 
 

• Track progress using the Parent Portal 
 
• Receive email reminders before homework is due 
 
• Encourage and talk about what your child is reading 

https://sparxreader.com/


 

Maths Homework 

Sparx Maths - Sparx Maths - Home 
Sparx Maths creates an hour's worth of perfectly tailored practice homework for each student. The 
practice is challenging, to ensure students need to think and, crucially, achievable so that students can 
be successful.  

How can parents/carers support … 

Please DO NOT DO THE QUESTIONS yourself as the algorithm will start making the questions harder. 
There is a video attached which is really helpful and you should encourage your child to watch this. They 
should have a pen and paper and be writing answers down so they can answer the bookwork checks.  

Maths homework club is available after school to support. 

How can Parents/carers support with Homework? 

1. Create space - Set up a space for your child to do their homework. If there is an option for a space in a 

communal area of the house this helps promote discussions and it is easier to get involved without it 

feeling like an intrusion. 

 

2. Make it positive - Make parental input a positive thing. If your child has a question about their work, 

help them, but try not to tell them the answer. 

 

3. Let them make mistakes - It’s OK for answers to be wrong. Telling your child the right answer and 

getting them to just write it down means that the teacher is none the wiser about which bits they are 

struggling with and which they excel at. 

 

What happens if homework is not completed or handed in on time? 

We take homework very seriously at Ratton as we know it can provide our students with an extra 5 months of 

learning. So, all homework that is not completed will be followed up with what we call Directed Study Time 

(DST).  

If your child fails to hand in homework, their class teacher will set Directed Study Time which will be emailed to 

you and can be seen on EduLink. The email will ask you to help get the homework completed before the DST 

so it can be removed. If it is not completed the DST will remain for the date set.  

For students who would benefit from some additional support to keep on top of their homework or catch up 

following time away from school, we may allocate a place at our compulsory 4:00 Club in the Library. The 

club runs from 3:00pm to 4:00pm and, for identified students, forms part of their normal weekly timetable; 

attendance is therefore expected. 

It is a calm, supportive space where students can complete outstanding work with help available from staff. 

Light refreshments are provided, and the aim is to help students rebuild good routines, feel confident about 

their learning and avoid work building up over time. 

Places are allocated for one term at a time. At the end of each term, we review students’ attendance at the 

club and the amount of homework or other work that remains incomplete. This allows us to ensure that 

support is in place for the students who need it most and to update the group for the following term. 

 

https://sparxmaths.com/


 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

Our Welcome To New Starters from Monkhouse 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

We are already preparing for the new academic and we’re especially excited to welcome our new students to 
the school. 

As always, we are ensuring that their transition is a positive one that builds their confidence in the future. Part of 
this is making sure that they feel pride in their school uniform and the values that they present. We believe that 
a clear and consistent uniform policy has a vital role to play in helping all our students feel part of a community 
– and just as importantly, that everyone is an equal and valued member of the school. 

Our uniform supplier, Monkhouse, has made sure their website is full of useful information to help you get 
ahead and buy your brand-new uniform. You can find all the information here. 

The Monkhouse website hosts important information, such as: 

- Our school uniform and prices 

- How to order online or in-store 

- How to book a personalised 1-1 store appointment 

- Lower prices for essential uniforms and additional accessories 

- Click and collect information 

- Parent newsletter sign-up 

- Extended free returns until 15th September 

- Weekend shopping times 

- Free delivery to Ratton School 

1-1 Personalised In-Store Appointments 

Many new starters prefer to visit a store for fitting and advice, Monkhouse will be continuing with their popular 
1-1 personalised store appointments with their expert staff. 

Should you have any queries about your requirements, please contact Monkhouse’s customer service team: 

Telephone: 0161 476 7216 (Monday to Friday, 8:30am to 5pm) Email: web@monkhouse.com 

We hope this information is useful and helps you prepare for a successful year ahead. 

Best wishes 

Monkhouse School wear Specialists  



 

 

 

EduLink One 
 

 

EduLink One provides an integrated school information platform which draws together a range of 

existing schools systems with an engaging user interface allowing teachers, parents and students 

to communicate and access information in one place. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ParentPay 
 

Our school online payment system gives you a more convenient and flexible way to pay school 

online and helps to keep your child safe.  By making cashless payments you know that your 

money has reached the school safely. ParentPay is available for cashless meals, payment of trips 

and resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Details for both EduLink and ParentPay will be sent out towards the end of the summer 

holidays with the information and log-in details. 
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