
 

 

Ratton Ready 
 

Year 7 Students  
      

2026 - 2027   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Welcome to Year 7 

 
Dear Year 6 student, 
 
I am delighted to welcome you to Ratton School and look forward to meeting you over the next few weeks and 
months. We are very excited that you are coming to join us and become part of our school community. This the 
first step in your Ratton career, and we look forward to supporting you over the next five years to become more 
confident, more creative and more caring as you learn and grow with us. It is a real privilege to have you join us 
and share in that journey with you. 
 
I know that you may be experiencing a range of emotions with the prospect of coming to secondary school. You 
may feel anxious or nervous, or you may feel that it is time to make the next step and that you can embrace the 
change with no worries. All of us are different so please don't worry, we will do all we can to help you get to 
know us and the school to help you settle in. Please do speak with any adult working with you who will be 
happy to help with any questions or worries you have. 
 
I hope you have a great experience during our transition days, a lovely summer, and we look forward to your 
first day with us in September. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Peevers 
Headteacher of Ratton School 
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Miss T Banks 

Senior Assistant Headteacher 

  

Ms. J Jenkins 

Assistant Year 7 Leader 
Mr. J Potten 

Year 7 Leader 

 

 



 

 

 

  
'Looking forward to meeting you'  

 

 
Ted: “Make friends and be nice to people.” 

 
Rae: “Talk to people and get involved—it really helps you make friends quicker.” 

 
Olive: “If you try hard, you will succeed.” 

 
Evie: “Don’t be worried about how big the school is—there are lots of people to support you.” 

 
Poppy: “Try clubs to make friends.” 

 
Harrison: “My advice is to play with other people to make new friends.” 

 
Alfie: “Make sure you learn your timetable early, so you don’t get lost or stressed.” 

 
Simone: “Don’t be afraid to try new things.” 

 
Freya: “Follow the rules to make Ratton life easier.” 

 
Angie: “Talk to a teacher if you are worried.” 

 
Barney: “Just talk to new people—even if it feels awkward, everyone else feels the same.” 

 
Oscar: “Join in with activities and lessons—it makes school way more fun.” 

 
Jamie: “Be kind to everyone—it makes a big difference and helps people feel comfortable.” 

 
Joshua: “Try your hardest in every lesson.” 

 
Luke: “Respect and support each other, as you may be feeling the same way.” 

 
Devnath: “Try Minecraft Club.” 

 
James: “Try new things—you might find something you actually really enjoy.” 

 
Sonny: “Talk to new people to grow your friendship group.” 

  



 

 

The Ratton Virtues    
  

Virtue can be understood as the good actions of people. When we live with virtue it builds good character and 
we become happier and more successful. We at Ratton want to nurture all our students to give them the skills 
and attitudes they will need throughout their lives. This is why we emphasise 6 virtues that will help students 
build good character.    
We aim to nurture Ratton virtues in all our students so these virtues will be linked to achievement points. 
Students and parents will receive a record of all the students’ achievement points and sanctions as part of 
the student’s report.    
 

Compassion   
Ratton students show kindness and care for other people and their environment. Students will be rewarded for 
showing this compassion. This may include showing concern for other people, raising money for our charities 

or putting rubbish into the recycling bins.   
  

Respect   
Ratton students act with respect to others both in and out of school. We value diversity and avoid 
discriminatory language. Students will be rewarded when they speak and act in a respectful way. This may   
include being polite to others, demonstrating a positive attitude and speaking out when others use 
discriminatory language.    
   

Creativity   
Ratton students are curious about the world around them. They are encouraged to think creatively and ask 
thoughtful questions. They express themselves articulately and are good problem solvers. Students will be 
rewarded when they ask good questions or when they express their own ideas well. We will also reward those 
who can find solutions to problems and work independently.   
    

Teamwork    
Ratton students know the importance of working as part of a team. They understand that we all have to do our 
fair share and get along with different people. Students will be rewarded when they demonstrate that they can 
work hard to ensure team success. We will also reward those who participate in teams in extracurricular 
activities such as music, dance, sport or enterprise projects.    
   

Effort    

Ratton students know that to be successful takes effort and resilience. Students are expected to put effort into 
all their endeavours, whether it is class work, homework or extra curricula commitments. Students will be 
rewarded when they put effort into lessons; especially when they show resilience and keep trying even when 
the task is a challenge.   
   

Responsibility   
Ratton students act responsibly by making sure that they are in the right place, at the right time, doing the 
right thing. They take responsibility for ensuring they have the right equipment, complete homework to a good 
standard and have a good attitude every lesson. Students will be rewarded for consistently demonstrating that 
they are ready to learn.   
 

 



 

 
 

Expectations of Ratton Students    
 
Assemblies    
Year group assemblies take place once a week. You will enter the hall in silence and sit down quietly in your 
tutor group. Your tutor will tell you where to sit.   

In the Classroom    
Line up quietly outside the room until your teacher allows you into the room. Sit in your place in the seating 
plan. Put your student handbook, pencil case on the table in front of you so that you are ready to learn. 
Remember, you are not allowed to eat or chew gum in any classroom, but you may have a bottle of water on 
the table.   

Outside the Classroom    
We expect students to walk (never run) around the building quietly and keep to the left in the corridors. We 
also expect all students and staff to show respect and consideration for one another at all times.    

Tutor Time    
You will have one formal registration period during the day along with a registration in each lesson. There will 
be planned tutor group activities, such as group discussions, individual or small group chats, using handbooks 
to check homework, checking you have your equipment or silent reading. You must always carry a reading 
book in your school bag. This is also a chance to talk to your tutor about how you are getting on and about 
anything that is worrying you. Your tutor will sometimes give you notices about things going on in school, or 
give you letters to take home. Tutor time is a very important time and, just as with lessons, you must arrive on 
time. If you are late to tutor time, you will receive a break time detention.    

Homework    
This will be set regularly and must be completed on time. If you have any problems completing your 
homework, make sure you see your teacher before it is due.   
   

 Uniform   
• Ratton branded school blazer   
• School Tie   
• Plain (no logos) black unbranded shoes or trainers   
• Plain black (no logos) smart school trousers (not jeans, combats, jeggings or skinny trousers)  
• Plain white (no logos) shirt (long sleeved or short)  

              Optional V neck knitted grey jumper  
  
Please note the following are not allowed:-  
• Hoodies and coats in the building.   
• Extreme haircuts, for example tramline or mohicans and hair colour must not be dyed.  
• Facial, body and tongue piercings. There can only be one plain stud in the lobe.  
• Excessive make-up, jewellery and false nails. No jewellery is to be worn in PE for safety.  

 
Rewards    
These can be given for many reasons but mainly for good class work or homework. Your subject teachers may 
also send a postcard or letter home for continued good work in their subject.    
Sometimes you will be given rewards for taking part in an activity outside lesson time. Remember to write 
down all the rewards you receive in your handbook.  
 
 



 

 
 
 
  

 



 

 
 

Ratton School 

Student Acceptable ICT Use Agreement (with Parent/Carer Consent) 

──────────────────────────────────────────────────────────── 

I understand that while I am a member of Ratton School I must use technology responsibly. This agreement 

applies whenever I use school accounts, devices or systems, both at school and home. 

 

For my own safety: 

My use of technology and internet access will be supervised and monitored. 

I will keep my password safe and will not use anyone else’s account (even with permission). 

I will keep my own and others’ personal information safe. 

I will tell a trusted adult if I see or experience anything online that makes me feel uncomfortable, worried, or unsafe. 

 

For the safety of others: 

I will be kind, polite and responsible when communicating with others (students and staff). 

I will not take, share or modify images or videos of anyone without their permission. 

 

For the safety of the school: 

I will not try to access anything illegal or inappropriate. 

I will not download material I do not have the rights to use. 

I will not try to bypass school security or safety systems. 

I will report damage or faults with equipment. 

I will not install software on school devices. 

I will not use social networking, gaming or chat sites. 

 

AI use in learning: 

AI supports learning but does not replace my own thinking or effort; I am responsible for my work. 

I will use AI tools (the school uses Microsoft Copilot) only when my teacher allows it. 

I will not enter personal or sensitive information into AI tools. 

I understand AI outputs may be wrong; I will check facts, and name sources when asked. 

I understand and consent that staff may use AI tools to review/check work that I produce. 

I understand that I am responsible for my actions and the consequences. 

Signatures 

Pupil Name: ___________________    Pupil Signature: ____________________    Date: ____________ 

Parent/Carer Consent 

As the parent/carer, I give permission for my child to use school technology and internet access. I understand that 

activity is monitored, but that this cannot eliminate risk, only reduce it.  I will encourage my child to act safely and 

understand that appropriate action (in line with the school behaviour policy) will be taken if this agreement is 

breached. 

Parent/Carer Name: _______________    Parent/Carer Signature: ______________    Date: __________ 

 
 

 

  



 

 

 

  

 



 

 
 

Dance at Ratton School 
 
 
Hello upcoming year 7 students, 
 
Dance is offered at Ratton as its own individual subject. It is not a part of PE and falls directly into the Performing 
Arts department. We offer a range of extracurricular activities, such as hosting the annual Let’s Dance event at 
the Congress Theatre, workshops with professional dance companies and the school musical.  
Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which encourages you to develop your creative, physical, emotional, 
and intellectual capacity, whatever your previous experience in the subject.  Dance will help you to develop skills 
in, resilience, compassion, and respect. You will work on a range of Dance styles as both a soloist and part of a 
team. The study of an anthology of professional works throughout the key stages will develop their ability to 
critically appraise professional dance works and provide a springboard for engaging in practical tasks. 
Our aim as a department is to deliver an energetic, engaging and challenging curriculum through a creative, skills-

based framework. The Dance Curriculum has three strands: Performance (technical and interpretative skills), 

Choreography (the art of making dances) and Appreciation (the ability to describe, interpret and evaluate 

dances). 

 

Task over the summer holidays: 

Your task over the summer holidays before you come to Ratton is to watch as much dance as possible! Look at 

multiple different styles such as contemporary, Bollywood, ballet, capoeira, tap, jazz and musical theatre. You 

can write a review using the instructions on the next few pages, give it a rating and discuss your opinion as if you 

were a theatre critic.  

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 
Ratton School Drama Department 

Year 7 Summer Transition Competition 2026 

🎭  Become a Drama Critic! 🎭  
 
 
Do you have what it takes to become Ratton's first Drama Critic of the Year? 
Over the summer holidays, watch either: 

• A live theatre performance 
• A musical 
• A play 
• OR a film if you aren't able to visit the theatre. 

Then write a review telling us what you thought! 
Your review should include: 
 

🎬  What did you watch? 

• Title 
• Where you watched it (theatre, cinema, TV or streaming service) 

⭐  A short summary 

Tell us what it was about without giving away the ending! 
 

🎭  Your favourite performance 

Who impressed you the most and why? 
 

💡  What made it memorable? 

Think about things such as: 

• Acting 
• Costumes 
• Set or locations 
• Lighting 
• Music and sound 
• Special effects 
• Moments that made you laugh, cry, feel excited or kept you on the edge of your seat 

👍  Would you recommend it? 

Explain why (or why not!). 
 
Competition Rules 

• Maximum 500 words 
• You may include drawings, photographs or a star rating if you wish. 
• Make your review interesting—we're looking for future theatre critics! 

🏆  Prizes 

 
The Drama Department will choose the best reviews, with prizes awarded for: 
 

🥇  Best Drama Review 

🥈  Runner-up 

🥉  Highly Commended 



 

 
 
Winning entries will be displayed in the Drama Department and featured in our school newsletter. 
 
Top Tips 
Ṋ Explain why  you liked (or didn't like) something. 
Ṋ Give examples from what you watched. 
Ṋ Imagine you're convincing a friend whether they should see it! 
 
Optional Challenge:  Give your review a star rating! 
⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐  Outstanding! 
⭐ ⭐ ⭐ ⭐  Very Good 
⭐ ⭐ ⭐  Good 
⭐ ⭐  Could be Better 
⭐  Not for Me 

 
 
We can't wait to read your reviews and welcome you to the Ratton Drama Department in September!  
 
Please bring your completed review with you to your first Drama lesson.  

  



 
 



 

English 

 

Summer Reading Challenge 
 

You can do all or some of the challenges. Be creative and fun! Prove that you have taken part by handing in 
your work with any photographs to your English teacher when you start school in September. Prizes in 
September for the best responses. 
 

 
CHALLENGE 1  

Get Caught Reading! 

Ask a friend to take a photo of you reading. The stranger the place, the better! 
Prove it! Bring a photo in. 
 

 

CHALLENGE 2 

My Favorites Book Character 

• Who is your favourite character? 
 

• From which book? 
 

• Why do you like them? 
 
• Are they like you, or someone that you know? 

 

 

CHALLENGE 3 

Introduce us! 

Write an acoustic poem using the character’s name. To do this write the name down the left-hand side of 
the page and start each line of your poem with a word beginning with that letter. Like this: 
 

 
Patches is 

A naughty dog. 
Terribly naughty! 

Chases birds and barks at  
Horses. He is really is 

Extremely bad. But he looks so very  
Sweet. 
 

I’m sure you can do better. Give it a try! 

 

 

CHALLENGE 4 

Mash-up madness 

Write the opening of a story that includes characters from different books. 
· How did they meet? Where? Do they like each other, or are they just too different? Make it as crazy as you 

like! They could be having a tea party, or going on an adventure, or maybe they’ve ended up at the same 
school… 

 

 

CHALLENGE 5 

Reading Bingo – Can you get a line or a full house 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Ethics 
 
 
At Ratton school you will study Ethics, which is a combination of Religious Studies (RS) and Personal, Social Health 
Education (PSHE).   
 

Here are the topics you will learn about in year 7.  
 
RS:        PSHE:  
Who was Jesus?       Being successful at Ratton  
Big questions       Growing up  
How are important milestones celebrated?    Diversity   
        Being safe 

Alcohol and tobacco   
  
Below are some activities you can do over the summer holidays that are designed to boost happiness and mental health.  
 

Take a photo of 
something that 
brings joy and 
share it with 

others  

Think of 3 things 
you are grateful 

for and write 
them down  

Get out into 
green space and 
feel the joy that 
nature brings  

Do something 
healthy which 
makes you feel 

good  

Bring joy to others 
by doing something 

kind for them  

Eat good food 
that makes you 

happy and really 
savour it  

Choose to see 
the good in 
someone  

Write a letter of 
gratitude to 

thank someone  

Speak to others 
in a warm and 
friendly way  

Take time to notice 
things that you find 

beautiful  

Look for 
something good 

in a difficult 
situation  

Get outside and 
find the joy in 
being active  

Share a happy 
memory with 
someone that 
means a lot to 

you  

Play a game you 
enjoyed when 

you were 
younger  

Send a positive 
note or message to 
a friend that needs 

encouragement  

Show your 
appreciation to 
people who are 
helping others  

Do something 
that brings you 

joy  

Listen to your 
favourite song  

Make a list of 
things that make 

you happy  

Share a friendly 
smile with people 

you see today  

  
  

 

  



 

 

 



 
 

Welcome to Geography! 

In Year 7 at Ratton we will study five topics: 

• My Spaces 

• Mapping the UK 

• Natural hazards 

• Rivers 

• Amazing places 

 

At your primary school, you should have covered many, if not all of the topics 

here: National Curriculum - Geography key stages 1 to 2 

(publishing.service.gov.uk) 

However, you may wish to visit the websites below to refresh your memory:  

KS2 Geography - BBC Bitesize 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Competition Time! 

Win a copy of an OS map to help you explore our area! Draw a sketch map of 

Eastbourne or our wider area. Add on what features you like and what ways we 

could improve our environment. Hand entries in to your geography teacher 

next year to be put into the competition ς all entries will get extra reward 

points!  

We are incredibly lucky to live in one of the most beautiful 

parts of the world. Over the summer see if you can walk, 

cycle, get the train or bus to the following places: 

• Eastbourne beach ς how is it different from the cliffs at 

Beachy Head to the east ? Why do you think this is? 

What are the groynes for? 

• Beachy Head and Birling Gap ς what is happening to the 

cliffs here and why? 

• Arlington reservoir ς how long has this been here? What 

is it for?  

• !ōōƻǘΩǎ Wood ς how many different plants and animals 

can you spot? 

• Hastings ς what did people do here 100 years ago? Why 

do people come here today? 

• Seven Sisters country park ς Why is there two rivers 

here? 

• A27 bike path (to Drusillas!) ς How does it link to 

reducing flooding of Eastbourne over the next century? 

How could we get more people to use it? 



 

 

History 
 

Transition information for History 

In Year 7 at Ratton we will study three topics/time periods: 
• Medieval Britain c.1000-1500 
• Early Modern Britain c.1500-1750 
• The Transatlantic Slave Trade c.1600-1850. 

  
You may have already studied some aspects of these topics and time periods at primary school (e.g. the Battle of 
Hastings, Henry VIII). We don’t assume that you will already know things, but if you do, you will be expected to take your 
knowledge a step further.  
 

If you are particularly interested in History and want to do any background preparation over the Summer, it might be 
helpful to know a bit about the people living in Britain before the Norman Invasion of 1066 (for example the Saxons 
and/or Vikings). Here are some useful links from BBC Bitesize: 
 

• What were the Anglo-Saxons like? - BBC Bitesize 
• Anglo-Saxon Britain and how it was ruled - BBC Bitesize 
• What did the Anglo-Saxons believe? - BBC Bitesize 
 

If you are interested in archaeology, you could contact the Sussex Weald Young Archaeology Club (based in Lewes) to 
find out about Summer Events: Sussex Weald - Young Archaeologists' Club - Archaeology for you (yac-uk.org). 
If you wanted to visit historical sites in Sussex, suggestions include Battle Abbey, Anne of Cleves House and Lewes and/or 
Pevensey Castles.  
 

Here are some examples of books you could read based around the topics studied at the start of Year 7: 

• Anglo-Saxon Boy by Tony Bradman - a story of 1066 woven around Magnus, young son of the Earl of 
Wessex.  

• YƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ CŜŜ ōȅ wƻǎŜƳŀǊȅ {ǳǘŎƭƛŦŦ - against the violent and turbulent backdrop of Norman England, the 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƻȅ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǿŀƎŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŜǎǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƛƴǎǘǊŜƭΧ 

• Fire, Bed and Bone by Henrietta Branfield - ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŜŀǎŀƴǘǎΩ wŜǾƻƭǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀǊǊŀǘƻǊ ƛǎ ŀ 
dog, who witnesses what happens to his family as the drama unfolds.  

• Robin of Sherwood by Michael Morpurgo - beneath the roots of a great oak tree a boy finds a hunting 
horn, bones and a skull. Clutching these objects, he has a dream and relives Robin's story. 

• Sparrow: The Story of Joan of Arc by Michael Morpurgo - Eloise has always loved Joan of Arc. And on a bright 

sunny day in Orleans, Eloise has a very special daydream. 

• Castle Diary by Richard Platt - sent to his uncle's castle to learn to be a page, eleven-year-old Toby keeps a 

detailed journal of everything that happens there during the year of 1285. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z27hhcw#zdvk8hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zqrc9j6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zs3gcdm
https://www.yac-uk.org/clubs/sussex-weald


 

•   

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

M
at

h
s 



 
 

Try to find out about all 15 different aspects of either French, Spanish or Chinese 
culture below to get to know France, Spain or China a bit better😊  (just choose one 
language/country – you don’t need to do all three!) 
 
Firstly, choose which country/language you’re going to investigate, then: 
 

1) Name 5 French/Spanish/Chinese cities 
2) Find how many regions there are in France /Spain/China 
3) Name 5 of these regions 
4) Find the colours of the French/Spanish/Chinese 
5) Name a French/Spanish/Chinese composer 
6) Name a French/Spanish/Chinese sportsperson 
7) Name a French/Spanish/Chinese inventor 
8) Name a French/Spanish/Chinese scientist 
9) Name a French/Spanish/Chinese actor 
10) Name a French/Spanish/Chinese singer 
11) Name 3 French/Spanish/Chinese football teams 
12) Name 5 typical French/Spanish/Chinese foods 
13) Name 3 French/Spanish/Chinese supermarkets 
14) Name 5 French/Spanish/Chinese landmarks 
15) What is the population of France/Spain/Germany? 

 
Please keep your answers and share them with your MFL teacher when you arrive at Ratton School! 



 

 

Summer Transition Task 

Learn about writing a song using this link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/zrx3vk7 

Take the quiz to check your learning about keywords and maybe have a go a writing your own song! 
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Your task for the summer – Create an informative poster that relates to one of the 

Year 7 Science topics. Some suggested ideas below: 

 

 

Ecosystems:  

Find out what an ecosystem is and draw some food chains from within it. 

Or; 

Research some infectious diseases and their symptoms, find out how our body defends itself against them. 

 

Genes:  

Explain why children look like their biological parents or another family member. 

 

Energy:  

Produce a poster on energy resources used to make the electricity that is supplied to our homes. 

Or; 

Find out about different forms of energy and give some examples for each. 

 

Matter:  

Produce an informative poster about the properties of solids, liquids and gases. 

Or; 

Explain how you could get clean drinking water if stranded on a desert island. 

 

Cells:  

Illustrate the differences between plant and animal cells. 

Or; 

Explain how cells can be specialised and give some examples of specialised cells. 

 

Reactions:  

Draw and illustrate a pH scale with some examples of substances and where they fit on the scale 

Or; 

Find out about some Acids and Alkalis that can be found in household items. 

 

Forces:  

Describe the difference between a contact and non-contact force, include diagrams to illustrate. 

Or; 

Draw some force diagrams for moving objects or an entire street scene. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 Education 
Education 

Physical 
Education 

Which activities will  you study in PE? 

 

What does our PE kit look like? 

 

Can you find the 13 different names of 
our PE clubs, activities, and trips that 

you can take part in , outside of lessons?  

 

What sporting facilities do we have at Ratton?  

         

            

         

Represent Ratton and your ћcŸƨƚĲќШŔŰШƚƓŸƖƣŔŰŊШĦŸůƓĲƣŔƣŔŸŰƚШƣőƖŸƨŊőŸƨƣШƣőĲШǃĲċƖ! 

           



  



  


