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Headteacher’s Bulletin
July 2026 Publication (to Date)

Dear Ratton Parents and Carers,

As we reach the end of another fantastic academic year at Ratton School, | wanted to take this
opportunity to reflect on some of the wonderful achievements and events that have made this term so
special for our students.

Their hard work, combined with your unwavering support, the dedication of our talented staff body,
and the care of our Year 11 Leadership team of Mr. Ahmed and Ms. Jenkins, has created the best
possible conditions for success. We're incredibly proud of how they've represented themselves and
Ratton School during this important time. Results day will be here before we know it, and we look
forward to celebrating their achievements together.

What a spectacular evening we had at the Royal Hippodrome Theatre for our Ratton Red Carpet
event last week! This showcase of song, dance and drama truly highlighted the incredible talent we
have here at Ratton School. It was a privilege to see our students perform with such confidence and
skill, and to witness our curriculum leaders presenting subject awards to those students who have
excelled in their studies. Thank you to all the families who came to support — your presence made the
evening even more memorable for our young performers. Thanks also to the performing arts team who
invest their time and efforts hugely into working with our students to help them reach these heights of
performance and curriculum leaders for their lovely comments and insights into their subject awards
winners on the evening.

Our Key Stage 3 Sports Day was another highlight of the term, with students demonstrating fantastic
sportsmanship, the Ratton virtues of teamwork, effort and competitive spirit. It was wonderful to see so
many students participating enthusiastically and supporting their peers. Events like these remind us of
the importance of physical activity and healthy competition in developing well-rounded young people.
It was great to be able to hold this event again this year, after cancellations last year due to the weather.

I'm also immensely proud of our students and staff who took part in our sponsored walk along
Eastbourne seafront earlier this week as part of our final enrichment week of the academic year. Not
only did this provide a wonderful opportunity for our school community to come together, but it also
raised vital funds for worthy causes: the Children with Cancer Fund and East Sussex Wildlife Rescue
Service. Your generosity and the students' commitment to supporting these charities exemplifies the
virtue of compassion we hold dear at Ratton School.

Our Enrichment Week has been a tremendous success, offering students the chance to explore new
interests, develop skills, and engage in activities beyond the standard curriculum. These extra-
curricular activities provide interesting and relevant opportunities for all our students, and it's been

Ratton School Academy Trust, Park Avenue, Eastbourne BN21 2XR \A . . '
01323 504011 info@ratton.co.uk www.ratton.co.uk



®
S,
°L
%
®

{ogether

wonderful to see students trying new things and stepping outside their comfort zones. From creative
workshops to adventures on camp and overseas, the week has been filled with learning experiences
that will stay with our students long after the term ends.

In the last week, each year group has held special assemblies to reward those students who have
excelled in terms of their contribution to school life, demonstrated our school virtues, and supported
their tutor groups. These celebrations are so important in recognising not just academic achievement,
but the character, compassion and community spirit that make Ratton School such a great place.
Congratulations to all students who received recognition — you are role models for your peers. It has
been a highlight of mine to attend these assemblies in the last week, to hear all about and help
congratulate students on their achievements this year.

| would also like to publicly thank the efforts of all staff at Ratton School on another successful school
year. Earlier in the year, you may remember we were awarded the Excellence in Pupil Development
Award by Optimus Education. This award recognised all the great work we do here at Ratton to support
our students to be ready for modern life, both academically and socially. We also received a very
positive Ofsted report following our inspection in May. These examples are important for external
recognition for the highly effective work we do here at Ratton, and this recognition is testament to the
great work both our teaching and associate staff do every day in supporting our students.

On the theme of thanks to staff, it is only fiting that | acknowledge the retirement of a few
longstanding Ratton Staff. Firstly, Mark Adams who has been teaching at Ratton, latterly part-time,
for 50 (yes fifty!) years. Mark has been a true servant to Ratton School, as a classroom teacher, a
pastoral leader, and a member of SLT, instrumental in setting up our Performing Arts specialism and
being an all-round advocate and facilitator for the arts through community organisations linked to the
school. | would also like to acknowledge the retirement of Jane Upton, PE Teacher, who previously
has fulfilled many leadership roles in school but has had a huge impact in recent years on the lives of
many children in Eastbourne through her leadership of the Sports Leaders programme here at Ratton.
This has allowed our children to provide a wealth of opportunities for their younger peers in many
primary schools in the Eastbourne area.

I'd also like to thank Niki Grover, as Music teacher, an integral part of the Performing Arts Team, who
has contributed to many events over the years. Niki has also fulfilled leadership roles at Ratton,
including as pastoral leader and will be much missed. We will also be bidding a fond farewell to Mrs.
Peters, who leads careers education and Post 16 liaison. Again, Mrs. Peters has fulfilled a range of
leadership roles here at Ratton in her many years of service to the school. Mrs. Peters has established
our rich and varied careers programme as gold standard and has had a wider impact on the Eastbourne
Community by establishing the Eastbourne Schools Careers Fair. We wish all of these valued
colleagues all the best in their retirement from teaching.
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As a reminder, we will be rolling out Yondr mobile phone pouches across the school from
September 2026. This initiative is designed to help students focus on their learning and engage more
fully with school life without the distraction of mobile phones during the school day. It also follows the
recent Department for Education guidance regarding schools being mobile phone free. As per previous
communication, you will be able to purchase a pouch on Parent Pay over the summer for your child
should they wish to bring a mobile phone into school from September.

We look forward to welcoming students back in September, refreshed and ready for another exciting
year at Ratton School. Years 7 and 11will return on Friday 4" September and Years 8,9 and 10
will return on Monday 7" September. We will be in touch with further details regarding the first day
of term in a separate communication.

As we close the doors on another successful year, | want to thank you all for your continued support
and partnership. Your engagement with the school makes such a difference to our students' experience
and success.

| hope that you and your families enjoy a restful and relaxing summer holiday. Take time to recharge,
spend quality time together, and celebrate all that your children have achieved this year.

Best wishes,

Mr. Peevers
Headteacher
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