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Headteacher’s Bulletin
February 2026 Publication (fo Date)

Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome to the February edition of the monthly bulletin. | hope you and your family are well. Do
enjoy reading about life at Ratton School this month — it was a short month due to the mid-term
holiday — | hope you got to have some quality family time during this week. It has been another busy
and successful month at Ratton School, and | wanted to share some highlights with you and provide
information about important upcoming events.

Year 11 Mock GCSE Examinations

| am delighted to report that our Year 11 students demonstrated excellent engagement and maturity
during their recent mock examinations. The way they approached these assessments with focus and
determination was truly commendable, and it reflects the hard work they have been putting in
throughout the year. Their conduct during this period really did reflect the Ratton virtues of effort and
teamwork.

For Year 11 students and families the next steps are:
o Students will receive their mock exam and papers in lessons along with personalised
feedback from their teachers

e We will continue to provide targeted intervention sessions for students in key subjects during
tutor time and after school

e Students should use this feedback to create focused revision plans for the coming months

e Our second Year 11 Parents' Evening on 26th March will be an opportunity to discuss
progress and final preparations for the summer examinations

Celebrating Student Experiences

We have had some wonderful enrichment opportunities this month that have supported the curriculum
and the personal development of our students:

Mandarin Students’ Trip to Chinatown

Our Mandarin language students enjoyed an immersive cultural experience with their visit to
Chinatown. This trip provided them with the opportunity to practice their language skills in an authentic
setting, experience Chinese culture first-hand, and develop their confidence in using Mandarin beyond
the classroom.
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Successful Ski Trip

Our annual ski trip was a tremendous success! Students showed great resilience, teamwork, and
enthusiasm as they developed their skiing abilities. Many thanks to the staff who accompanied the trip
and ensured it was both safe and memorable for all involved.

World Book Day and National Year of Reading

We recently held a special assembly to mark World Book Day and celebrate the National Year of
Reading. Ms. Standen, our fantastic Librarian, shared her enthusiasm in leading this assembly to
highlight events at Ratton but also the social and mental health benefits of reading to all in our school
community. Reading is fundamental to success across the curriculum — and later life. Ratton School is

committed to fostering a love of reading among our students. Ms. Standen encouraged students to:
e Explore new genres and authors

¢ Make time for reading for pleasure
e Share book recommendations with friends and family

o Explore the cultural influence of William Shakespeare on popular culture with examples such
as recent Taylor Swift songs and the movie Hamnet

o Take advantage of our school library resources — we have a great library which truly is a
resource

| would encourage you to support your child's reading at home by discussing what they are reading
and perhaps sharing your own reading experiences with them.

Internet Safety Tools and Safeguarding Online

As school staff at Ratton, we all to a degree talk to our students a lot about their online lives. Most of
them report having had some unpleasant experiences online and many have had concerning contact
from strangers via social media and gaming platforms. With the rapid of Al and concerns it has brought
to child safety we thought it might be beneficial to share with you some advice from the experts at
Internet Matters.

When it comes to accessing the online world, every child is different. Their age, confidence and
curiosity all play a part in how they use the internet. Parental controls aren’t about stopping children
exploring. They're there to support them, help reduce risk and give you space for ongoing
conversations as they grow. Click the link below for step-by-step guides to setting up the right parental
controls for your child.

Resource Link: Parental controls and privacy settings guides | Internet Matters
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Sporting Success

o A huge well done to Alex T in #TeamYear11 who is now the Sussex and Southern Counties
Boxing Junior Champion, now moving into the national quarter finals! Well done.

¢ A huge well done to our #TeamYear8 Sports Leaders, who supported our trust junior school,
Ocklynge Junior School, local primaries football event — the Ock Cup! Our leaders supported
on the day, refereeing, running the lines and, generally, supporting their younger peers from
across town on the day. As ever, their leadership and skill truly shone, well done to them all.

¢ A final shout-out for Fin L-F in #TeamYear11, another fantastic cross-country achievement
very recently. This time, Fin raced in the UKA National Intercounty Cross-Country
Championships in Nottingham, placing 1st out of the Sussex Team and 41st overall (out of
approx.. 280 top county runners). Fin closes his cross-country season at the English Schools
Cross Country Championships this weekend. Good luck Fin!

The Importance of Attendance

Further to my message in last month’s bulletin, | cannot emphasise enough how crucial regular
attendance is to your child's academic success and wellbeing. Every day of learning matters, and even
small absences can add up and impact progress over time.

Key points about attendance:
o Students with attendance above 96% are significantly more likely to achieve their target
grades opening more doors Post 16 for further study or career

¢ Missing just one day per fortnight equates to missing nearly four weeks of learning over
the school year

e (Good attendance habits established now will benefit your child throughout their education and
future career

If your child is experiencing difficulties with attendance, please contact us so we can work together to
address any barriers and provide appropriate support.

Events Held this Month

Tuesday 4th March — Year 9 Careers Day
Last week, Year 9 students enjoyed a full day of careers-focused activities, and guidance on future
pathways. This will help them make informed decisions about their GCSE Options.

Wednesday 5th March — Year 9 GCSE Options Evening
Last week saw a crucial evening for Year 9 students and their families. Parent/Carers had the

opportunity to:
e Learn about the GCSE courses available

e Speak with senior leaders about course content and requirements
e Understand how to make the right choices based on your child's strengths and aspirations

e Receive guidance on the options process and timeline.
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Thank you to our parent/carer community for attending, it was great to see such a healthy turn out.
We hope you all felt informed.

Upcoming Events this Month
Please make a note of these important dates ahead:

Wednesday 12th March — Careers Fair at East Sussex College

Our Careers Fair, organised by our careers team led by Mrs Peters here at Ratton, will feature
representatives from local businesses, colleges, apprenticeship providers, and universities. This is an
excellent opportunity for students across Years 9 and 10 to explore different career paths and ask
questions about future opportunities.

Wednesday 12th March — Year 9 Parents' Evening

Following on from the Options Evening, this will be your chance to discuss your child's current progress,
strengths, and areas for development with their teachers. Please make appointments through Edulink
with teachers of subjects your child is interested in choosing at GCSE level, as well as English, Maths
and Science teachers. These conversations will help inform the options your child makes.

Wednesday 26th March — Year 11 Parents' Evening

Our second Year 11 Parents' Evening will focus on final preparations for the summer examinations,
including revision strategies, examination techniques, and any additional support available. Please do
prioritise appointments where mock exam results indicate that your child has not yet made the progress
needed towards their target grade.

Looking ahead to the end of term...

Don’t forget, we are still offering a free breakfast to all students from 8.10am in Refresh. It is always
good to see so many students eating a healthy and nutritious breakfast to set them up for the day’s
learning ahead every day. Many staff also take the time to join students in Refresh at the beginning of
the day, which makes for a wonderful community feel.

As we move towards the next half of the academic year, we will continue to provide a rich and varied
curriculum alongside excellent pastoral support for all our students. Thank you for your continued
partnership in your child's education.

If you have any specific questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your child's form Tutor
or Year Leader.

Best wishes,

Mr. Peevers
Headteacher

Ratton School Academy Trust, Park Avenue, Eastbourne BN21 2XR \A . . '
01323 504011 info@ratton.co.uk www.ratton.co.uk



Ratton School Academy Trust, Park Avenue, Eastbourne BN21 2XR \A L. '
01323 504011 info@ratton.co.uk www.ratton.co.uk



